
John 14:15-21 
Easter 6A + May 17, 2020 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church + Boise, Idaho 
Pastor Tim Pauls 

Loving Jesus 
 

The Word of the Lord from John 14:15: Jesus said, “If you love Me, you will keep My 
commandments.” This is the Word of the Lord.  

 
Dear hearers in Christ, He is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
This sounds a little harsh: if you sin, you don’t love Jesus.  
 
Jesus does say, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” Romans 13:10 says that 

love is the fulfilling of the law. If you don’t keep the commandments or fulfill the law, then you do not 
love.  

 
It’s not like you hate Jesus: I mean, if you despised Him, you probably wouldn’t be sitting here. 

So maybe it’s accurate to say that you don’t love Jesus as much as you need to. You’re both saint and 
sinner. The saint wants to keep God’s commandments and the sinner doesn’t, so you end up trying to do 
the right thing and often doing the wrong thing. Read the end of Romans 7, where St. Paul says that’s the 
way you are.  

 
Be careful, though, and don’t settle for, “that’s just the way you are.” That’s when you start to 

think this love in ways that you can understand and accomplish, so you start to think of human 
relationships – like marriage. There, you’ve got husband and wife who have vowed to love each other for 
life. They’re imperfect, they’re sinful, they’re going get in fights along the way, but they’re going to do 
their best. In other words, they see their vows as an ideal to shoot for, even though they’ll miss. 

 
That’s a sweet picture and pretty identifiable. It’s doable too, since both understand that they’re 

both not perfect and they’re both bound to make mistakes. That’s how you tend to look at love, as doing 
your best. That’s also how you justify your impatience, biting comments and short temper with others 
during these weeks of distancing from society and being locked at home with family: you’re doing your 
best, and besides, everybody else isn’t doing any better. 

 
But if that’s how you look at love when it comes to our text, then you’re trying to get Jesus to 

agree with you when His words most certainly do not. For one thing, this is the perfect, holy Son of God 
who’s speaking with you, so you can’t be saying, “Look, we all make mistakes and try to do our best,” 
because He doesn’t make mistakes, always does His best and never does anything to disappoint you. For 
another, the word here for “love” has nothing to do with half-measures or trying your best. It’s that word 
agapé, which means a sacrificial, selfless love that never fails. When Jesus says, “If you love Me, you will 
keep My commandments,” the love there means that you will never fail at keeping His commandments.  

 
So … can you say that you love Jesus? You can, as long as you’re honest about it. An honest 

confession is, “I love Jesus, but not enough – not as I ought, because I still sin.” A dishonest confession 
would be, “I love Jesus enough because I’m doing the best that I can;” and it’s dishonest because it 
waters down the law. The first one says, “I need help – I need grace!”, while the second says, “If it’s good 
enough for me, it’s good enough for Jesus.” 

 
If you define love as, “If it’s good enough for me, it’s good enough for Jesus,” then you’re lost. 

You’ve made yourself the standard of truth who says that Jesus has to go along with what you say. 
 



So, there’s your law for the day: if you sin, you don’t love Jesus. At least, not enough. Not as you 
should. Anything less than perfect isn’t good enough. If you think you’re getting to heaven because of 
your love for Jesus, you’re not getting to heaven.  

 
Here’s the gospel, which should come as no surprise: Jesus loves you. He agapé -loves you in a 

selfless and sacrificial way, as in, “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us” (Rom. 5:8). His death on the cross for your sins, in your place, is the purest act of love that 
you could possibly encounter.  

 
But His death on the cross is not the end of His love, because He is risen from the dead. He asks 

of the Father; and with the Father’s hearty approval, He gives you another Helper – the Spirit of truth.  
 
The Son, with the Father’s approval, gives you the Holy Spirit; and in the same breath, He says 

that He does not leave you as orphans. If you’re not an orphan, you must be made a child of God – 
adopted into the family or … born again. And where are you born again by the work of the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit? In your baptism, by water and the Word.  

 
You’re baptized! You’re a beloved child of God! The Holy Spirit, the Helper and Spirit of truth, 

delivers forgiveness, gives you life and sets you free from sin. And if you’re set free from sin, then you’re 
set free to love. In fact, you have no excuse not to love! And so Jesus repeats, “Whoever has My 
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me. And He who loves Me will be loved by My 
Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to Him.” 

 
Huh. After that little burst of gospel, are we back to being hopeless again? 
 
We’re not. We should talk about that little word, “keep.” It means to obey. It also means to 

guard, to hold onto, to treasure. Should you keep – obey – God’s commandments? Absolutely, but you 
don’t. So where you don’t, hold onto the following commandments all the more: 

 
Treasure the Lord’s commandment, “Be baptized;” because when you were baptized, the Lord 

commanded, “Be forgiven of your sins” as surely as He once commanded, “Let there be light.” In other 
words, by His command, He caused it to happen. At your baptism, He caused you to be His child, no 
longer an orphan. Treasure that. Hold onto it. 

 
Likewise, with every absolution the Lord says, “Let there be forgiveness. Let there be faith.” 

Treasure that, because so the Lord gives what He declares. 
 
Two more commandments to treasure: “Take and eat,” and “Take and drink.” At the Supper, 

the Lord gives you forgiveness of sins.  
 
And where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. Where there is forgiveness, 

the Lord covers you with His righteousness until that day when you are raised from the dead. There, in 
heaven because His love, your love will be perfect and you will be perfected. 

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
 
 


